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ur St. Luke School was the recipient this 
past week of a check for $5,000 from the 
UPMC Health Plan through the 

Pennsylvania Educational Improvement Tax Credit 
Program (EITC). We sincerely thank Maris A. Bondi, 
the Senior Project Manager, and her colleagues for 
choosing our school for this award. Obviously, it will 
help to additional school families next year with tuition 
assistance. 
 Congratulation to these Villa Maria Academy 
students, St. Luke parishioners and school alumni, 
who have recently won academic achievement 
awards: First Honors to Shannon Bastow and Sarah 
Cacchione; Second Honors to Katelyn Gourley and 
Mary Moss. We are very, very proud of you and we 
pray you will be able to keep up the good work. 
 Here is some preliminary information for you 
about the three events that People for Life will 
sponsor this January. The 34th Annual Pro-Life 
Prayer Breakfast will take place on January 7. Teens 
and young adults will be interested in the special 
guest speaker, Lila Rose, a 23-year-old recent college 
grad from San Jose, California. The other two January 
events, the Erie March for Life and the Washington, 
DC March for Life Bus Trip, are also great activities 
for young people as well as adults. Reservations for 
the Breakfast and the March for Life Bus Trip can be 
made by sending the payment to People for Life; P.O. 
Box 1126; Erie, PA 16509 or by using their secure on-
line order form at www.peopleforlife.org/
orderpage.html. For additional information call 882-
1333 or e-mail office@peopleforlife.org. 
 Discover an exquisite collection of handmade 
gifts at the Holiday Mission Marketplace, Saturday, 
December 3, and Sunday, December 4, from 10:00 
am to 3:00 pm and 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm, respectively, 
hosted by First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, 
at 250 W. 7th St. The Marketplace will feature items 
from 10,000 Villages, the largest non-profit fair trade 
organization in America as well as other groups. 

Come and purchase a one of a 
kind gift, handmade from 
renewable resources or 
recycled materials. For more 
information call 456-4243.  
 Happy Birthday to 
these St. Luke parishioners this 
week: Rachel Adam, Christine 
Arnone, Joshua Bowers, Catie 
Bryant, Kara Burger, Dianne 
Cicero, Alena Costello, Raymond Delinski, Sr., Shari 
Dodick, Lawrence Dougherty, Matthew Drabic, 
Pontea Esfahbodi Rad, Salvator Esposito, Joseph 
Felice, Nathan Firman, Megan Gaeta, Isabella 
Gianoni, Shari Gieza, Mary Gold, Paul Gross, Cheryl 
Heintz, Rose Herbstritt, Daniel Hlopick, Jeremy 
Hoover, Janice Hull, Samuel Hvezda, Barbara Jarrett, 
Claire Johnson, Donna Juniewicz, John Kast, Carla 
Kielar, Megan Kohlmiller, Kenneth Kruszewski, 
Elizabeth Kuhn, Michael Kuhn, Michael Kuzma, III, 
Mary Lawrie, Mary Lewis, Lisa Lombardo, Daniel 
Longnecker, Ronald Loper, Myron McGarry, Rose 
McGarry, Amanda Miller, Jacob Orosz, Thomas 
Palotas, Maria Potthoff, Kayley Prinzi, Philip Richards, 
Dominic Rocco, Daniel Roney, Andrew Samuels, 
Candace Schiffer, Anne Sette, Jacob Shields, Arthur 
Sider, Jennifer Ann Skolnik, Thomas Stiller, Carl 
Stockhausen, Tracy Trevison, Judith Troester, 
Elizabeth Ventrello, Thomas Vercillo, Lucille Wagner, 
Ron Wittuck, and Sophie Zawadzki. 
 Coming up in the Scriptures at Mass this 
week, on Monday, the feast of the Presentation of 
Mary at the Temple, we recall how she was 
consecrated to God by her parents at age 3, and how 
she is a model for us of dedication to God’s service. 
On Tuesday, Jesus speaks of tribulation that will 
come before the world ends. On Wednesday, Jesus 
promises to assist us and save us during turbulent 
times. On Thursday, we say “thank You, God” for the 
very many blessings that are a part of our lives. On 
Friday, Jesus assures us that everything He has 
taught and promised will be fulfilled. On Saturday, we 
are cautioned to pray always for help in those 
turbulent times. Next Sunday, we get into Advent and 
the theme of hope, in particular that God, the potter, 
will mold us into someone beautiful as the clay of His 
hands. 
 Coming up on Magnify tonight we’ll talk with 
Linda Potter, a humorist, who says signs from God 
are everywhere, this as we approach our 
Thanksgiving holiday. That’s on Magnify tonight from 
7-8 pm on AM 1400, WJET, or anytime on 
magnify.libsyn.com. 
 A very blessed and happy Thanksgiving to 
you all! Celebrate with an attitude of gratitude for all 
God’s blessings, including the people He has given to 
surround you and help you through life. 

By Msgr. Tom 

O 

THE SUNDAY SMILE:    



ST. LUKE CHURCH ERIE, PA 

 

SECOND COLLECTION - Today, we take up a collection 
that helps fight poverty at it roots. For 40 years, the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) has 
provided funding or groups that make lasting change and 
uplift the poor in the United States. The collection has 
helped secure funding for low-income day care centers, 
programs that emphasize education, and affordable 
housing in low-income neighborhoods. It has contributed to 
efforts to implement laws that enforce fair wages. Fight 
poverty in America. Defend human dignity. Give to the 
CCHD Collection. 
 
REMINDER - The St. Luke Parish Care and Concern 
Thanksgiving Season Staying Healthy Collection that 
benefits the clients of the St. Martin Center will end Sunday 
evening, November 20, after the 6:00 pm Mass. Items 
such as tissues, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes and 
cleaners should be placed in the container by the church 
entrances. Please share your blessings and thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
MATCHING GIFTS TO ST. LUKE PARISH - Many 
employers (of retirees too) participate in a matching gift 
program to non-profit organizations. Does yours? GE, PNC 
and NFG do! Any gift you give St. Luke could be matched 
simply by notifying your company. Double your contribution 
to St. Luke without spending an extra cent! Questions? Call 
Char Burkholder at 825-6920. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER memorials may be 
made for the flowers at Christmas, and 
throughout the year, by putting the name of 
the person being remembered on your 
envelope provided in your mailed envelopes 
and dropping it in the collection basket or at 
the parish office by December 16. A blank 

envelope can also be used. A special insert will be included 
in the bulletin on December 25 listing the memorials. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION - Today, Sunday, November 
20, the 10:00 am Mass is a Youth Mass, with the 8th grade 
Religious Education students participating. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to all those who donated to Catholic 
Charities Counseling & Adoption Services Diaper Drive 
last month. Catholic Charities extends a heart-felt gratitude 
to the families in our parish for their generous donations of 
baby items to their pro-life pregnancy support program. 
Every item donated by our church has been affixed with a 
label, “Donated by St. Luke Church.” What a nice way to 
show others just what a caring, faith-filled parish St. Luke 
is.  
 
MARKET DAY - St. Luke School’s Market Day has a 
special Cookie Bonus this month just in time for your 
holiday baking. Cookie Dough pucks, no scooping required, 
are featured on page 3 of the Market Day Flyer located at 
the exits of the church. The more boxes of cookie dough 
purchased, the more the school earns!! Orders are due, to 
the school, by Monday, November 28. 
 
FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION - You are invited to spend an 
hour with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament on Friday, 
December 2. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
begin after the 8:45 am Student Liturgy and continue until 
5:00 pm at which time we will have benediction. Please 
come and adore Him. 
 
SCHWAN’S TRUCKLOAD SALE - St. Luke School is 
hosting a truckload sale on Thursday, December 1, in the 
parking lot from 12:00 to 7:00 pm. Stop by and purchase 
anything off the big yellow trucks. 
 
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS - The parish office will be closed 
Thursday, November 24, and Friday, November 25, for 
Thanksgiving. The office will open Monday, November 28, 
regular hours of 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

 

 

ST. LUKE FINANCIAL INFO 
Offertory received (July-Oct) ........................... $162,129.90 
Offertory budgeted (July-Oct) ......................... $155,100.00 
(Yearly Offertory Budget - $470,000) 
 

Offertory received weekly (11/13/2011)………….$8,036.79 
Weekly goal ......................................................... $9,038.46 
# of weekly envelopes mailed ....................................... 870 
# of weekly envelopes received back ........................... 404 
 

Actual Income (includes gifts) (July-Oct) ........ $185,944.86 
Expenses & Liabilities (July-Oct) .................... $191,753.56 
Budgeted  (July-Oct) ....................................... $198,078.87 
(Total Yearly Budget - $600,239) 
 

Thank you to those who use their envelopes regularly and to  
all who have increased their offering. 

St. Luke Church Offering
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THE GIVNG TREE - With the arrival of 
Advent comes the return of the Giving Tree 
Project that has become a tradition here at 
St. Luke’s. This year we again have 
accepted the names of 250 children from 
Emmaus Ministries; our parish efforts for 
many years have helped struggling families 
make the Christmas season more festive for 
their children. Cards with each child’s name 
and apparel need will be on tables near the 

sanctuary next weekend. If you would like to participate, 
please select a card, sign your family’s name and phone 
number on the list, buy and wrap a gift, and return it to St. 
Luke’s the weekend of December 10-11. Hang an ornament 
on the tree for each child you select. When you bring the 
wrapped gift, please make sure the card with the child’s name 
and number is taped firmly on the outside of the wrapped gift. 
Gifts will be sorted after the 12:00 pm Mass on December 11 
for delivery on Friday, December 16. This process goes pretty 
quickly thanks to all those who stay and lend a hand after 
Mass; everyone, children and adults, are welcome and all help 
is appreciated. This year we will need 2-3 vans to deliver the 
gifts. Typically, we will load the vans at an agreed upon time 
on Thursday, Dec. 15 so gifts  may be delivered to Emmaus at 
9:00 am Friday. If you can help with transportation, or if you 
have other questions, please call Marilyn at 866-2106. Thank 
you for your continued and generous support. Special thanks 
to Mrs. Mary Tirak and the confirmation candidates who 
helped prepare the cards and lists. 
 
COPING WITH LIFE ALONE DURING THE HOLIDAYS - 
Learning to live life as a single person can be very difficult for 
anyone who has suffered the end of their marriage due to 
divorce, separation or death. Knowing that the holidays can be 
especially hard for many, Catholic Charities’ Transitions 
Ministry invites you to attend a special program entitled, 
“Coping With Life Alone During the Holidays” today, 
November 20, at the St. Mark Center, 429 E. Grandview, from 
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm. A brief program with discussion and a 
short prayer service will be offered, followed by light 
refreshments. A goodwill offering will be accepted. 
 
WINTER CRAFT SHOW - St. John the Evangelist Parish,  
Girard will hold a winter craft show Saturday, December 10 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the parish center, Route 20 in 
Girard. Crafters needed. For questions or additional 
information, please call Cindy in the daytime at 774-4526 or 
Kathy in the evenings at 774-4475. 
 
HUNTER’S DINNER - St. Anthony Parish, Sheffield and the 
St. Paul Center, 7222 Route 6, Sheffield will hold its annual 
hunter’s dinner Sunday, November 27 beginning at 12:00 
noon. The menu includes a stuffed pork chop, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, green beans, applesauce, rolls, beverage 
and dessert. The cost is $8 for a large meal and $5 for a small 
meal. Take outs are available. There will also be a 50/50 raffle, 
pull tabs, and a bake sale. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Volunteers are needed to pick up 
food at St. Martin’s Center and serve breakfast to the needy 
on Mondays and Fridays. Breakfast is served in the all 
purpose room of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ at 11th & 
Peach St. The time involved is from 7:00 am to 8:15 am. If 
you are able to help, please contact Mary Therese Riley at 452
-6603 or email: mtriley1@verizon.net. 

 News & Events From Saint Luke School  
Weekly Advancement Report: 11/20/2011  

 

 In honor of Veteran’s Day on Friday, November 11, 

2011, students in seventh and eighth grade submitted 

essay’s and poems for the Times News which were written 

as a tribute to our veterans. 21 student letters were 

published. Since being published, we’ve received a few 

notices from outside of the Saint Luke community about 

how touched they were by their writings. Below is a sample 

of their writings.  

 “Dear Grandpa, This is a letter of sincere thanks for 

your time, energy and commitment to our country many 

years ago. Your fight for our country has given us the 

freedom that we so enjoy. People seldom think about our 

soldiers, nowadays let alone back then. I can appreciate a 

person like you who have taken bullets, criticism, and faced 

horrible things to keep those at home safe without worry. 

My admiration for you is not only as a soldier, but as my 

grandfather. You are an extra special person, and you’re 

amazing! Thanks, Bret” (seventh grade)  

 “Beloved Uncle Bobby, I don’t want to thank you for 

dying for America, but in the process of preserving our 

country’s freedom you perished in Vietnam. I bring this to 

the world’s attention because in dying as you did, you’ve 

saved lives back here in the home you never returned to. 

You went off to war unwillingly, but fought both dutifully and 

gallantly when drafted. Thanks to you and the countless 

other men and women, your own family and every family in 

America is graciously free. We can practice our faith, 

express our thoughts, and make life-changing decisions for 

ourselves and others. Thanks to you, a man I’ve never met 

and never will until I reach the shining gates of heaven, I 

am a perfectly free American individual. I cannot thank you 

enough, and I hope you hear this from wherever you are, 

watching over your family from above. I thank you and all 

soldiers before and after you who have and will fall in the 

name of America’s freedom. Love, A Lost Soldier’s Niece, 

Hannah” (eighth grade).  

 

Sincerely-  

Mr. Jeremy C. Hewitt  

Director of Advancement  

Saint Luke School  

425 East 38th Street  

Erie, PA 16504  

(814) 825-7105 Ext. 231  

jhewitt@slserie.org  

 

There are still about 70 bricks available for purchase in our 

memorial wall. Act now and get your name, a loved one, or 

your favorite memory on our wall today! Bricks are just 

$100.00 and will last a lifetime! 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
 5:00 †Pauline Troup (Husband) 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 (Our Lord Jesus Christ the King) 
 8:00 Mass for the People 
 10:00 †(Anniv) Claire Merritt (Meg & John Britton & Family) 
 12:00 †(Anniv) Katherine Ostryniec (Daughter, Nancy) 
 6:00 †Mathilda Weber (Friend) 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
  (The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
  NO 8:00 MASS 
 5:15 †Mary Ann Alberstadt (Family) 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 (St. Cecilia) 
 8:00 †(Anniv) John Britton (Meg & John Britton & Family) 
  NO 5:15 MASS 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 (Ss. Clement I, & Columban) 
  NO 8:00 MASS 
 5:15 †Harriet Kaminski (Family) 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24 (St. Andrew/Thanksgiving Day) 
 10:00 †(Anniv) Chubby Kuhl (The Kuhl Girls) 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25 (St. Catherine of Alexandria) 
  NO 8:00 MASS 
  NO 5:15 MASS 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
 5:00 †Sandy Norfolk (Ken Norfolk & Children) 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 (First Sunday of Advent) 
 8:00 †(Anniv) Antoinette DeLuca (Children) 
 10:00 †Bert & Lucy Wasielewski (Family) 
 12:00 †Dorothy Manning (Cathy Bricker) 
 6:00 Mass for the People 
 
 
 
The sanctuary candle is burning this week in honor of the 
Blessed Sacrament and in loving memory of J. Howard Klebes 
from Helen T. Klebes. 
 
 

 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
(You are RESPONSIBLE to find your own sub) 

 
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21 
 8:00  Abigail & Gabriel Pallo (T, 10am on Th) 
 5:15  Kayla Lichtenberger, Moira Dube,  
   Aislynne Lingle (M, W) 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26 
 5:00  Emily Scheppner, Joseph Scrimenti, Abby Godlewski 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27 
 8:00  Kara, Kristyn, & Mitchell Sweeney, Alec Thomas 
 10:00  Rebecca Skrypzak, Alexander & Katherine Greissinger 
 12:00  Destiney Schleicher, Angela & Erin Jenkins 
 6:00  Danny & Donovan Desrochers 
 
 
(Thank you for your time and effort in helping with this important ministry.) 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to the St. Luke 
School Library in loving memory of Genevieve 
Scypinski were received from Robert & Michelle 
Holcomb, James & Carol Perrotto, Jack P. Bock, 
II, Krista & James Gray, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Scypinski, Peggy Blaszcyk, Leonard Kolakowski, 
Grace Horton, Robert & Dawn Roussel-Duppe, 
Evelyn Radziszewski, Maria Carroll, Peter & 
Debbie Pitrowski, Rose Zagemczyk, Doug & 
Alice Parker and Erby Conley. 
 
THANKSGIVING DAY our daily Mass will be at 
10:00 am. There will not be any daily Masses on 
Friday, November 25. 
 
A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE - Families feed the 
hungry, give drinks to thirsty toddlers and 
welcome strangers and even estranged relatives 
into our homes. We clothe children and visit 
family members who are sick and imprisoned. 
The routine actions of family life are religious and 
priestly for we make Christ present in what we 
do. Family life is Beatitude life. 
 
THE NEW MASS settings are coming along 
quite nicely. If you have any suggestions, please 
e-mail Rich Wiler at richman83@hotmail.com. 
Also, the Voices in Praise Choir is still looking 
for instrumentalists and singers for the upcoming 
Advent and Christmas season, an Old Fashioned 
Christmas. Don’t be bashful, remember singing 
means praying twice. Practice is every 
Wednesday night at 7:00 pm in the church. 
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